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Planning Commission (PC) ProCess1

Initial Meeting with 
City Staff

Submit Formal 
 or Pre-Application

Project Referral to 
Other Departments 

and Outside Agencies

Development Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

(DAC)

Notice of Application 
Status (Complete/

Incomplete)

Application Complete

Initial Environmental 
Checklist/CEQA 

Review (If Project is 
Not Exempt)3

Planning Commission 
(PC) Hearing 

Makes a Decision/
Recommendation 
to City Council5 Denial

City Council Hearing

1 Based on typical application—more complex projects may vary.
2 Conceptual Design Review is optional but encouraged for all 
Pre-Applications for projects subject to Design Review.

3 Projects that require an EIR (Environmental Impact Report) will 
have a different timeline in accordance with CEQA.

4 Unless lengthy environmental studies or an EIR is prepared.
5 Planning Commission decisions can be appealed to the City 
Council. 
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Project Approved
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Review
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3 to 6 weeks
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environmental review

Staff Prepares Report, 
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Typically scheduled within 
6-10 weeks from the date 
the application is deemed 

complete4
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Typically 4 + weeks 
depending on need for 
special studies (such as 
traffic, noise, hydrology)
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