
Staff Report

Date: June 7, 2016

To: City Council

From: Valerie J. Barone, City Manager

Prepared by: Justin Ezell, Director of Public Works
Justin.ezell@cityofconcord.org
(925) 671-3231

Subject: Considering Resolution No. 16-36 authorizing PG&E to resume 
the revised version of the Community Pipeline Safety Initiative 
(formerly known as the Pipeline Pathway Project)

Report in Brief
In April 2014 the City Council adopted a resolution demanding that Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company (PG&E) refrain from all tree removal activities in the City of Concord 
as a part of its Pipeline Pathways Project (what is now called the Community Pipeline 
Safety Initiative).  The company complied with the order and has returned to the City 
with a revised program and approach.   This report provides background and history on 
the PG&E Community Pipeline Safety Initiative and recommends that the City Council 
adopt a resolution which authorizes the company to resume its project.  

Recommended Action
1. Adopt Resolution No. 16-36 authorizing PG&E to resume the Community

Pipeline Safety Initiative (formerly known as its Pipeline Pathway Project) in order
to protect the integrity of natural gas transmission pipelines and to provide
adequate access to crisis response crews in the event of an emergency or
natural disaster; and

2. Allocate the $66,551 fee paid by PG&E to construct an environmentally friendly
community benefit project to replant the street median that is located on Gateway
Boulevard between Clayton and Willow Pass roads.

Background
Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) planned to cut down 730 trees in Concord as 
part of a project to survey its natural gas pipeline, effectively clear-cutting a 20-foot 
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swath through the City, and many other cities in the state, without regard for the impact 
to the community or the environment. Although the City supported the need for 
measures to ensure pipeline safety, the concern was that PG&E’s Pipeline Pathway 
Project needed to more realistically evaluate safety impacts and keep in mind the goal 
of minimizing negative impacts to protect quality of life.

Concord’s Council Members and City Manager and City Attorney were leaders in a 
multi-city effort to convince PG&E that they needed to rethink their approach to their 
program.  In response, PG&E formally decided to “pause” their Community Pipeline 
Pathways Project while they worked to respond to the myriad of concerns being 
expressed by cities and community members. The City of Concord followed PG&E’s 
action of pausing the project by adopting Resolution No. 14-21 (Attachment 3), 
demanding Pacific Gas & Electric Company to refrain from all tree removal activities in 
the City of Concord until certain conditions had been met.

Between April 2014 and the May of 2015, PG&E developed a revised project approach, 
which incorporated a safety assessment on the following tree data: species, size at 
maturity, distance from the pipe, as well as information about the pipe itself and the 
environment around it to determine if a tree poses a risk to the pipeline.  This approach 
reduced the total number of trees identified for removal from 730 to 272, of which 75 are 
protected under the City of Concord’s Protected Tree Ordinance). Only 6 of the 272 
trees identified for removal are located on City property.  These six trees are located at 
the Diablo Creek Golf Course and are not protected.  In addition PG&E identified 287 
trees that they needed to actively monitor, but that did not require removal at this point.  
A May 27, 2015 letter from PG&E is included as Attachment 1, which details the 
company’s revised project and approach.

In April 2016 PG&E met with the City’s Policy Development and Internal Operations 
Committee, at which time staff provided a report on the PG&E Pipeline Safety Initiative 
and answered questions from the Committee.  The Committee directed staff to bring the 
item to the full City Council for consideration after gathering the requested information 
provided below.

Analysis
During the April 2016 Policy Development and Internal Operations Committee meeting, 
a question was asked as to whether or not the City Council will need to take amending 
action if privately owned trees required as a project’s condition of approval are removed 
during the PG&E Community Pipeline Safety Initiative; the answer is yes.  However, the 
resolution before Council will delegate to the Public Works Director (or designee) the 
authority to approve tree removals under the program, and such changes shall be 
considered applicable amendments to individual use permits which required the trees to 
be planted as a condition of approval.  No additional action by the City Council will be 
necessary.

Page 2 of 14



City Council Agenda Report
Consideration of Resolution No. 16-36 authorizing PG&E to resume the revised version 
of the Community Pipeline Safety Initiative 
June 7, 2016

The Committee also requested more information as to what sort of community presence 
and support PG&E offers to the community.  To start, the company provides electrical 
and gas service to approximately 125,000 citizens and has a long history of working 
together with the City.  The company employs approximately 1,500 people in Concord, 
and about 425 current PG&E employees and 180 retirees live within our community.  
The company has employees who sit on the Boards of the Concord Chamber of 
Commerce and the Monument Crisis Center.

The company supports the community in a number of ways, including: securing more 
than $340,000 in energy efficiency rebates and incentives for Concord residents in 
2015; providing $2 million to Contra Costa County Fire Protection in 2015; providing 
$363,000 in grants, employee donations and matching funds to 77 local organizations 
through PG&E’s Campaign for the Community in 2015; pledging $259,400 in grants, 
employee donations and matching funds to 66 local organizations through PG&E’s 
Campaign for the Community during 2016; and providing more than $39,000 to 149 
households through REACH assistance in 2015.

PG&E supports a number of other programs and services for the community as well.  
According to the company, however, ensuring the safety of its customers, their families, 
the communities and its employees is always its number one priority. PG&E cites 
leading national experts on pipeline safety when it describes the replacement of trees 
and other obstacles that are located too close to underground pipelines, as putting 
safety first. Doing so helps ensure public safety by preventing gas leaks and speeds up 
first responder response times during emergencies or natural disasters.

Given PG&E’s follow through on their commitment to reevaluate their project and to 
ensure that only trees which pose an unacceptable safety risk to the gas pipeline are 
identified for removal, staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution which 
authorizes the company to resume its project as revised.  Staff makes this 
recommendation based on PG&E’s assurance that only unacceptable risk trees will be 
removed as a part of the Community Pipeline Safety Initiative.  

PG&E has offered to the City the following terms in in exchange for the City’s 
authorization to resume the Community Pipeline Safety Initiative work:

a. PG&E will work cooperatively with the individual property owners to develop 
restoration plans that meet the needs of both the property owner to mitigate the 
removal of the 272 unacceptable risk trees; and

b. PG&E will obtain the necessary ministerial permit associated with the Pipeline 
Safety Initiative work and will pay to the City a flat fee of $66,551.

Staff recommends that the fee of $66,551 be allocated toward an environmentally 
friendly community benefit project to replant the median that is located on Gateway 
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Boulevard between Clayton and Willow Pass roads.  The median, which used to be 
covered in lush, green grass, is now covered with bark and has trees that are suffering 
from the lack of water.  The water was turned off to the median in April 2015 when 
Governor Jerry Brown made it illegal to irrigate turf with potable water in street medians.  
Since then, bark was used to “cover up” the dead grass and to help preserve the little 
water available to the now suffering trees.  

Staff recommends that the fee be used to replant the median using a variety of 
ornamental trees, plants and grasses which require low water use.  The estimated cost 
to design and construct the project, including irrigation work and material purchase, is 
estimated at $66,551.  PG&E offered to pay this exact amount as a flat fee to once 
again show its support for the community and to help offset the impacts of their revised 
project.  The staff-recommended median replanting project not only has environmental 
and aesthetic benefits, but also has a strong economic benefit for the community, given 
the now defunct median is situated in the heart of Concord’s Class A office space. 

Alternatives
1. The City can reject PG&E’s terms and direct staff to continue negotiating the 

agreement requirements; or  
2. The City can accept PG&E’s terms and direct staff to allocate the $66,551 fee 

offered by PG&E to a different community benefit project.

Financial Impact
PG&E will pay to the City a flat fee of $66,551. 

Environmental Determination 
PG&E is the lead agency that will work with the regulatory bodies which permit their 
safety work to ensure compliance with CEQA (wherever applicable). 

Public Contact
The City Council Agenda was posted.

Attachments
1. May 27, 2015 letter from PG&E
2. Resolution No. 16-36
3. Resolution No. 14-21
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BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CONCORD
COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

A Resolution authorizing PG&E to resume the 
Community Pipeline Safety Initiative (formerly 
known as the Pipeline Pathway Project) in order to 
protect the integrity of natural gas transmission 
pipelines and to provide adequate access to crisis 
response crews in the event of an emergency or 
natural disaster. Resolution No. 16-36

        /

WHEREAS, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) has a Community Pipeline Safety 

Initiative to ensure that its natural gas transmission lines are operating safely and that first responders 

have the necessary access to the pipelines in the event of an emergency or natural disaster; and

WHEREAS, in response to PG&E’s Community Pipeline Safety Initiative, the City of 

Concord adopted Resolution No. 14-21 demanding that PG&E refrain from all tree removal activities 

in the City of Concord; and

WHEREAS, in response to the City of Concord’s demands, PG&E complied with the 

provisions adopted in Resolution No. 14-21 and revised its program and approach.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CONCORD DOES 

RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  Delegates to the Public Works Director (or designee) of the City of Concord the 

authority to approve tree removals under PG&E’s Community Pipeline Safety Initiative.

Section 2.  Tree removals approved by the Public Works Department as a part of PG&E’s 

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative shall be considered applicable amendments to individual use 

permits which required the trees to be planted as a condition of approval.

Section 3.  Accepts funding from Pacific Gas and Electric Company in the amount of $66,551.

Section 4.  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and adoption.

//

//

//

//

Attachment 2
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Concord on June 7, 2016, by 

the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers - 

NOES: Councilmembers - 

ABSTAIN: Councilmembers - 

ABSENT: Councilmembers - 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 16-36 was duly and regularly 

adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Concord on June 7, 2016.

Joelle Fockler, MMC
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Susanne Meyer Brown
City Attorney

Page 10 of 14



Page 11 of 14



Page 12 of 14



Page 13 of 14



Page 14 of 14


