
AGENDA ITEM NO.3.l 
REPORT TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 
TO THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 
 
 
          DATE:   July 28, 2015 
 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE CONTRA COSTA COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

CRIME LAB FOR FORENSIC SERVICES (GENERAL FUNDS) 
 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
 The Concord Police Department has contracted exclusively with the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s 
Department Crime Lab for necessary forensic services over the past several years.  These services are required 
in serious cases and/or crime investigations, as the Sheriff’s Lab possesses indispensable analytical equipment 
and expertise. 
 
 Staff recommends the City Council approve a contractual agreement between the City of Concord and 
the Office of the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Crime Laboratory in the amount of $495,000 for FY 2015-
2016, and $495,000 for FY 2016-2017 to continue those services; and to authorize the City Manager to 
execute the agreement. 
 
 
Background 
 
 The Concord Police Department has relied upon the competent forensic services provided by the 
Sheriff’s Crime Lab for many years.  The Crime Lab provides services to the Department such as analysis of 
narcotics and drugs and forensic examination of trace evidence in homicide investigations, critical 
contributions toward solving a case.  This contractual agreement formalizes the terms, conditions and 
consideration for the services required by the Concord Police Department. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
 This inter-agency agreement exists pursuant to Government Code sections 6500 et. seq. and applies 
only to services provided by the Forensic Services Division of the Office of the Sheriff.  The agreement 
continues in force until terminated by either party, which requires thirty days’ written notice. 
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Fiscal Impact 
 
 Historically the cost of the agreement to the City of Concord was dependent upon a formulaic 
application found in the contract that considered the work provided to the Concord Police Department by the 
Sheriff’s Crime Lab over the previous three calendar years. In 2009, a new fee structure was established in 
response to the County’s fiscal crisis that was formulated by payment of services only as they are requested, 
and the fees were significantly increased.   Since FY 2009-2010 the billing structure fees have remained 
constant, and there are no additional increases imposed in this current two-year contract.  The estimated total 
cost for Crime Lab services for FY 2015-16 is $495,000, and for FY 2016-2017, $495,000.  
 

The Police Department has already implemented policies and practices aimed at reducing Crime Lab 
usage where practical.  The Department will be vigilant in its efforts to further ease the burden of these fee 
increases as it moves forward in the hopes of diminishing these projected costs. 
 
Public Contact 
 

Posting of the Council agenda. 
 

Recommendation for Action 
 
 Staff recommends the City Council approve a contractual agreement between the City of Concord and 
the Office of the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Crime Laboratory in the amount of $495,000 for FY 2015-16 
and $495,000 for FY 2016-17 to continue those services; and to authorize the City Manager to execute the 
agreement. 
 
 
              Prepared by:  Ron Bruckert 
               Corporal, Crime Scene Investigations 
            Ronald.Bruckert@cityofconcord.org  

      
Valerie J. Barone 
City Manager 
Valerie.Barone@cityofconcord.org  

 Reviewed by: Guy Swanger 
  Chief of Police 
  Guy.Swanger@cityofconcord.org 

 
Attachment 1:    Inter-Agency Agreement between County of Contra Costa and City of Concord 
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