
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4.b 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

 
 
 
TO THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 
 
 
          DATE:   July 29, 2014  
 
SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF FONT SIZE FOR PRINTING THE CANDIDATE 

STATEMENT IN THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET 
 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
 At the City Council’s request, staff is providing information from the Contra Costa County Clerk on 
the cost of candidate statements for the November 4, 2014 election in 10 pt., 11 pt., and 12 pt. font.  The City 
Council is requested to consider the three font sizes, and if Council desires to use a different font from the 
standard 10 pt., direct staff to work with the Contra Costa County Clerk to adjust the font size for City of 
Concord City Council and Treasurer Candidate Statements. 
 
Background 
 

At the May 27, 2014 City Council meeting, staff was directed to send a letter to the Contra Costa 
County Clerk expressing concern that the font size used in the Contra Costa County Voter Pamphlets is too 
small.  The letter was drafted and sent to the County Clerk on June 10, 2014.  (Attachment 1) 
 

The County Clerk responded in a letter dated June 18, 2014 (Attachment 2), and subsequently, the 
County Clerk and the Deputy City Clerk have had several telephone conversations. Contra Costa County’s 
goal is to use commercial standard 10 pt. font for the statements, and they are reviewing the process for 
approving of the layout of statements to ensure the 10 pt. standard in the future, regardless of word limits.  The 
County Clerk has conveyed that, with an increased cost to the candidates, the font of the statements could be 
increased should the Council wish to opt for increased readability for its aging population.   
 

On May 27, 2014, the City Council approved Resolution No. 14-31(Attachment 3) which sets the 
candidate statement word limit to 300.  Sample candidate statements of 300 words in three different font sizes 
that use bolding, underlining, and bullets are attached for the Council’s review.  The first is in Arial 10 pt. 
font, which allows for spacing between the paragraphs for easy readability; the second is in 11 pt. font, which 
is tighter on the page, but still allows for spacing; and the third example is in 12 pt. font, which does not allow 
for any spacing between paragraphs  (Attachment 4). 
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Discussion 
 

The Contra Costa County Clerk provided estimated costs for the different font sizes as follows: 
 

Arial 10 pt. $1,525 
Arial 11 pt. $2,261.52 
Arial 12 pt. $2,261.52  
 

The Arial 11 pt. font could end up costing a bit less, depending on how many candidates prepare statements.    
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
 There is no fiscal impact to the City.  City Council and City Treasurer candidates pay for candidate 
statements. 
 
Public Contact 
 
 Posting of the Council Agenda. 
 
Recommendation for Action 
 
 Staff recommends that the City Council consider the three font sizes, and provide direction to staff on 
which font size to direct Contra Costa County to use for City of Concord City Council and City Treasurer 
Candidate Statements. 
 
 
 
  Prepared by: Joelle Fockler, CMC 

  Deputy City Clerk 
                       joelle.fockler@cityofconcord.org 

 
Valerie J. Barone 
City Manager 

 Reviewed by: Scott P. Johnson 
  Assistant City Manager 
                       Scottp.johnson@cityofconcord.org 

 
Attachment 1:  June 10, 2014 Letter from Deputy City Clerk to Contra Costa County Clerk 
Attachment 2:  June 18, 2014 Letter from Contra Costa County Clerk to Deputy City Clerk 
Attachment 3:  Resolution No. 14-31 
Attachment 4:  Sample Candidate Statements in 10 pt. 11 pt., and 12 pt. font 
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Charles Candidate 
Auditor-Controller 
 
Education and Qualifications: 
 
As your Auditor-Controller, I am fiscally conservative, 
promoting spending restraints that protect your tax dollars.  
During my first term, we: 
 

• Improved Contra Costa County’s credit score to the 
highest AAA bond rating. 

 
• Succeeded in recommending and building strong 

financial reserves. 
 

• Balanced  the Auditor-Controller budget each and 
every year. 
 

• Prepared annual financial reports that received the 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting. 
 

Customer service to citizens remains my top priority.  I  
have worked with the Assessor to ensure property tax 
refunds are promptly issued when assessed values are 
reduced. 
 
I am a graduate of California State University Sacramento 
with a degree in Finance.  I have over 15 years of  
experience in the Auditor-Controller’s Office, serving the  
last four years as your elected Auditor-Controller.  I have 
successfully managed various divisions within the Office, 
including the complex area of property tax distribution. 
 
As a leader in effective budgeting and finance, I was 
appointed by the State Controller to the California Uniform 
Construction Cost Accounting Commission; I am currently 
the Vice-President of the State Association of County 
Auditors’ Legislative Committee; and I am a past President  
of the State Association of County Auditors’ Legislative 
Committee; and I am a past President of the State 
Association of County Auditors’ Property Tax and Payroll 
Managers’ committees. 
 
We must have sound fiscal policies for the County of Contra 
Costa to assure taxpayer dollars are well spent while being 
sensitive to changing individual, family, and community 
needs.  As Auditor-Controller, I will ensure more 
accountability, transparency, fair policies, and controls to 
safeguard County assets, reduce waste, and increase 
services to County residents. 
  
I possess the qualifications, leadership, and high ethical 
standards required to serve the citizens of Contra Costa 
County, continuing my work to manage and protect 
taxpayers’ dollars.  I would be honored to earn your 
continued trust and support.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The statement to the left is typed in ARIAL 10 pt. font 
 
The statement has 300 words. 
 
Cost to print - $1,525 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARIAL 10 PT. FONT 
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Charles Candidate 
Auditor-Controller 
 
Education and Qualifications: 
 
As your Auditor-Controller, I am fiscally conservative, 
promoting spending restraints that protect your tax 
dollars.  During my first term, we: 
 

• Improved Contra Costa County’s credit score to 
the highest AAA bond rating. 

• Succeeded in recommending and building 
strong financial reserves. 

• Balanced  the Auditor-Controller budget each 
and every year. 

• Prepared annual financial reports that received 
the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting. 
 

Customer service to citizens remains my top priority.  I  
have worked with the Assessor to ensure property tax 
refunds are promptly issued when assessed values are 
reduced. 
 
I am a graduate of California State University 
Sacramento with a degree in Finance.  I have over 15 
years of experience in the Auditor-Controller’s Office, 
serving the last four years as your elected Auditor-
Controller.  I have successfully managed various 
divisions within the Office, including the complex area 
of property tax distribution. 
 
As a leader in effective budgeting and finance, I was 
appointed by the State Controller to the California 
Uniform Construction Cost Accounting Commission; I 
am currently the Vice-President of the State 
Association of County Auditors’ Legislative Committee; 
and I am a past President  
of the State Association of County Auditors’ Legislative 
Committee; and I am a past President of the State 
Association of County Auditors’ Property Tax and 
Payroll Managers’ committees. 
 
We must have sound fiscal polices for the County of 
Contra Costa to assure taxpayer dollars are well spent 
while being sensitive to changing individual, family, and 
community needs.  As Auditor-Controller, I will ensure 
more accountability, transparency, fair policies, and 
controls to safeguard County assets, reduce waste, 
and increase services to County residents. 
  
I possess the qualifications, leadership, and high 
ethical standards required to serve the citizens of 
Contra Costa County, continuing my work to manage 
and protect taxpayers’ dollars.  I would be honored to 
earn your continued trust and support.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The statement to the left is typed in ARIAL 11 pt. 
font. 
 
The statement has 300 words. 
 
The cost is $.04 per registered voter and would be 
approximately $2,261.52.  The cost could be a bit 
lower depending on the amount of candidates and 
the number of words they use. The cost estimate is 
based on two statements per page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARIAL 11 PT. FONT 
 



Charles Candidate 
Auditor-Controller 
 
Education and Qualifications: 
 
As your Auditor-Controller, I am fiscally 
conservative, promoting spending restraints that 
protect your tax dollars.  During my first term, we: 
- Improved Contra Costa County’s credit score 

to the highest AAA bond rating. 
- Succeeded in recommending and building 

strong financial reserves. 
- Balanced  the Auditor-Controller budget each 

and every year. 
- Prepared annual financial reports that received 

the Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting. 

Customer service to citizens remains my top 
priority. I have worked with the Assessor to ensure 
property tax refunds are promptly issued when 
assessed values are reduced. 
I am a graduate of California State University 
Sacramento with a degree in Finance.  I have over 
15 years of experience in the Auditor-Controller’s 
Office, serving the last four years as your elected 
Auditor-Controller.  I have successfully managed 
various divisions within the Office, including the 
complex area of property tax distribution. 
As a leader in effective budgeting and finance, I 
was appointed by the State Controller to the 
California Uniform Construction Cost Accounting 
Commission; I am currently the Vice-President of 
the State Association of County Auditors’ 
Legislative Committee; and I am a past President  
of the State Association of County Auditors’ 
Legislative Committee; and I am a past President 
of the State Association of County Auditors’ 
Property Tax and Payroll Managers’ committees. 
We must have sound fiscal polices for the County 
of Contra Costa to assure taxpayer dollars are well 
spent while being sensitive to changing individual, 
family, and community needs.  As Auditor-
Controller, I will ensure more accountability, 
transparency, fair policies, and controls to 
safeguard County assets, reduce waste, and 
increase services to County residents. 
I possess the qualifications, leadership, and high 
ethical standards required to serve the citizens of 
Contra Costa County, continuing my work to 
manage and protect taxpayers’ dollars.  I would 
be honored to earn your continued trust and 
support.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The statement to the left is typed in ARIAL 12 pt. 
font. 
 
The statement has 300 words. 
 
The cost is $.04 per registered voter and would be 
approximately $2,261.52.  The cost estimate is 
based on two statements per page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARIAL 12 PT. FONT 
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